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sync pative • syn vial 


beat 2 : a syncopated rhythm, passage, or dance step — syrvco- 
pa*tiveV^^K9vplt-iv r Wii^\ai9.. .■ , j: , 

sytVCCMte \%if)-k>Ope% "sro-\ n [LL, fr. Gk synkopi, lit, cutting 
snort, nr. synkoptein to cut short, fr, syn- + kgptein to cut,— more 
at capon] 1 : a partial or complete temporary suspension of respi- 
ration and circulation due to cerebral ischemia : faint 2 : the 
loss of one or more sounds or letters in the interior of a word (as in 
fo'c'sle for forecastle) — syn-co-pal \-k>pal\ adj . • 

syn-cret-ic \sin-'kret-ik t sin-\ ad) : characterized or, brought about 

"by syncretism : syncretistic 

•yn>cre*tism \*sin-kr9-,tiz-am, a sin-\ n [NL syncretismux fr. Gk 
synkr€tismos federation of Cretan cities, fr. syn- + Krit-, Kres Cre- 
tan] ; 1 : - the combination of different forms of belief or practice 2 
: the fusion of two or more orig different inflectional forms — 
syn-cr6*tlst \-twt\ n or adj — syrvcre>ti9*tic X.sin-kra-'tis-tik, 
fiin-\adj -■■ 

•yrvcy.tfum \sin-*sish-(e-)3m\ n» pi -tia V(e»)»\ [NL, fr. syn- + 
cyt-] 1 : a multinucleate mass of protoplasm resulting from fusion 
of cells 2 : coenocyte t — syn-cy.tlal \-'sish-(e-)3l\ adj * - 
syrvdac-tY-Jiam xOsin-'dak-u-Jiz-amV n : syndactyly "»•: • 
«yrHlac>ty*ly \-le\ n [NL syndactytia, fr. syn- + Gk daJciy/otf finger] 
: a union or two or more digits that is normal in many birds' (as 
kingfishers) and in: some lower mammals (as the kangaroos) and 
occurs in man as a familial anomaly marked by webbing of two or 
.more fingers or toes ' Y 

syrMlMlS \ l sin-d»-sas\ n [NL. fr. Ok. action of binding together, 
fr. syndein to bind together 3 — more at'ASYNDETON} : synapsis 1 

r<des*mo*sis \^in-,dez- 1 md-s3s, -,des-\ n. pi -mo-ses \-,sez\ [NL, 
Ok syndesmos fastening, ligament/ fr. syndein] : ah articulation 
in which the contiguous surfaces of the bones are rough, and are 
bound together by a ligament — ayn-dea*mot4c \-*mat-ik\ adj 
syn-detic \sin-'det4k\ adj [Gk syndetikos, fr. syndein) : connec- 
tive, connecting <~ pronoun); also : marked by a conjunctive <r~ 
relative clause) — syn-det4*cal4y \-i-k(i-)le\ adv * ^ / ;/ 
syn-dic \*shxtik\ n [P, fr. LL syndicus representative of a corpora- 


tion, fr. Gksyndikos assistant at law, advocate, representative of a 
state, fr. syn- 4- dike judgment, case at law — more at diction] "1 
: a municipal magistrate in, some countries .2 : an agent of a uni- 
versity or corporation 

ayrvdtcal \-di-kal\ ad7 1 : of or relating to a syndic or to a com- 
mittee that assumes the powers of a syndic 2 : of or relating to 
syndicalism *' V 

.synHdi-caMsni \*sin-di-k»- l liz-am\ n {F syndicalisme, fr. chambre 
syndicate trade union] 1 : a revolutionary doctrine by which 
workers seize control of the economy, and the government by direct 
means' (as a general strike) 2 : a system of economic organization 
in which industries are. owned and managed by the workers 3 : a 
theory , of government based on functional rather than territorial 
representation — syn*dl<cal4st \-last\ adj or n * " ' 
1 syrvdl-cate \'sin-di-kat\ n [F syndicat, fr. syndic] la: the office 
or jurisdiction of a syndic b : ■ "a council , or body of syndics 2 
: an association of persons officially authorized to undertake a 
.duty or negotiate business - 3 a: a group of. persons or concerns 
who combine to carry out a particular transaction b : cartel 2 
c : a loose association of racketeers in control of organized crime 
4 : a business concern that sells materials for publication in a 
number' of newspapers or periodicals simultaneously 5 : a group 
of newspapers under one management , ■■ 
2 syn*di*cate Vsin-<to-,kat\ vb -cat-ed; -eating vf ; 1 : to subject to 
or manage as a syndicate 2 : to sell (as a cartoon) to a syndicate 
or for publication in many newspapers or periodicals at once ^ vi 
i, to unite to form a syndicate — syn-d (■caption Vsin-aVka-shsnX 
n — sytMll«ca*tor \*sm-d9-JcSt-3r\ n «. 

syrwJrome \'sin-,drora also -dram\ n [NL, fr. Ok syndrome combi- 
nation, syndrome, fr. syn- + dramein to run — more at drome- 
dary] 1 : a group of signs and symptoms that occur together and 
characterize a particular abnormality 2 : a. set of concurrent 

-: things (as emotions or actions) that usu. form an identifiable pat- 
tern 

'ayne \Osin\ adv [ME (northern), prob. fr. ON sithan; akin to OE 
siththan since — more at .since] chiefly Scot : since then : ago".- 

z syne con] or prep, Scot: since ■ . ' 

syrveodo-che \s> l riek-d»-( l )ke\ n [L, fr. Ok synekdochi, fr. syn- + 
ekdochS sense, interpretation, fr. ekdechesthal to receive; under- 
stand, fr. ex from + dechesthai to receive; akin to Gk dokeih to 
seem good • — more at ex . decent] : a figure of speech by which a 
part is put for the whole {as fifty sail tor fifty ships), the whole for a 
part (as the smiling year tor spring), the species' for the genus (as 

; cutthroat tor assassin), the genus' for the species (as a creature for o 
man), or the name of the material for the thing made (as boards for 
stage) — syrveodoch-ic X^in-^-'dak-ikX adj — ayn-ec-doch-i- 
caT\-'dak-i-kal\ adj — syrwKxJoch.l-caUy \-i-kf>)le\ adv 

syivecoU^y \sin-i-*kal-9-je, ^in-e-'kal-\ " [G synbkoiogie, fr. syn 
+ okolbgie ecology] : a branch of ecology 'that deals with the struc- 
ture, development, and distribution of ecological communities — 
ayn*eco>log»l*cal \,sin>e-k»-*laj-i-kd], -]fik-*-\ or ayn*ecolog*ic 
Vtk\od7 — ayn>eco»log4*caMy \-i-k(»-)lg\ cdv * 

ayn.ec.tlca \si-'nek-tiks\ n pi but usu sing in cphstr [perh. fr. Gk 
synektikXaa to bring forth together (fr. 'syn- + ektiktein to bring 

. forth, fr. ex- out + tiktein to beget) + E - j (as in dialectics) — 
more at ex . thane] : a theory or system of problem -stating and 
problem-solution based on creative thinking that involves free use 
of metaphor and analogy in informal interchange within a carefully 
selected small group of individuals of, diverse personality and areas 
of specialization — syrveotlc \-tik\ adj — syn*ec*ti^al*ly \-ti- 

,k(>)le\adv , . : 

syn-eplvrlne \s»- l nef-r3n\ n [svn- + epinephrine] : a crystalline 
sympathomimetic amine CoH^NO] 

syrvere-als \s^-*ner->sos, -*nir- r esp for 2 ,sin-3-Ye-\ n [LL synaere- 
sis, fr. Ok synairesis, fr. synairein to contract, fr. syn- + halrein to 
take] 1 : SYNIZESIS 1 2 : the separation of liquid, from a gel 
caused- by contraction 
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>8yn*er*get>ic Vsin-3r-'jet-ik\ adj [Ok synergetikos, fr. synergein to 
work with, cooperate, fr; synergos /working together, fr. syn- + 
ergon work — more at work] ': , synergic r " ■ - ' ? 

syrWr^gic \s9-*nar-Hk\ adj : working together : cooperating — 
ayn?er^tc8l4y \-ji-kf>.)le\ adv 

aytver>flTd . Vsa-for-jad, ^sin-irA n . (NL t synergida, fr., Gk . synergos 

. working together] : one of two small cells lying near the micropyie 
of the embryo sac of a seed plant W t 

ayn-er-gism \*sin^dr-Jiz-am\ n [NL synergismus, fr. Gk synergos] 
; . cooperative action of discrete agencies such, that the total effect is 
greater than the sum of the effects taken independently .... 

syn*er^ist \-jast\ n : something (as a chemical or a muscle) that 
enhances the effectiveness of an active agent; broadly : either mem- 
ber of a synergistic pair, v 

8yn*er*9ls*tic X^in-ar-'jis-tikX adjl: having the capacity to act in 
synergism <~ drugs) <the effects on science of decisions in ... . 
industry or wherever there is a or abrasive mterface^—TScience 
News) 2 : of, relating to, or resembling synergism <a ~ reaction) 
<a 'r effect) — syn*er.gia>ti*cal*ty V-ti-kT>)le\ adv t 

syrver*gy \ l sin-ar-je\ n \SL synergia, fr". Gk synergos working to- 
gether] : combined action or operation (as of muscles); specif 

:. SYNERGISM .... 

syrvetsia \*sin-»-s9s\ n [NL, fr. Gk, understanding, sense*, fr. synie- 
nai to bring together, understand, fr. syn- -fc m'enai .to send — 
more at jet] : a grammatical construction in which agreement or 

, reference is according to, sense rather than strict syntax (as anyone 
and them in *Sf anyone calls; tell them I am out") 

8yrvea*the>aia Vm-ds-*the-zh(e-)ai\ n [NL, fr. syn- f -tsthesia (as in 
anesthesia)] : a concomitant sensation; esp : a subjective sensation 
or image of a sense (as of color) other than the one (as of sound) 
being stimulated — 8yrves*thet4c V*thet-ik\ adj 

syn^a.my \*sin-g3-me\ n [ISV] : sexual reproduction by. union of 

'gametes ' 

ayn^e^ie^e \sin-p-*nc^ik\ adj [Gk syngeneia kinship (fr. syn- + 
genos kind, kin) + E -ic — more at kinJ : genetically too similar to 
react antigenically <~ grafts within an inbred strain) ; ' 

syn-i^e-si* \»sin-3- , ze-s3s\ n [LL, fr. Gk synizSsix fr. synizein to sit 
down together, collapse, blend, fr. syn- + hizein to sit down; akin 
to L sidere to sit down — more at subside] 1 : contraction of two 
syllables into one by uniting in pronunciation two adjacent vowels 
2 a : the massing of the chromatin of the nucleus preceding the 
maturation division b: synapsis 1 

ayn*kary*on \sin-*kar-e-,an, -e-sn\ n [NL, fr. Gk syn- + karyon nut 

— more at careen] : a cell nucleus formed by the fusion of two 
' preexisting nuclei ' ' 

ayrvod X'sm-ad also -$d\ n [LL synod us, fr. LGk synbdos, fr. Ok, 
meeting, assembly, fr. syn- + hodos way, journey — more at cede] 
1 : an ecclesiastical soveraing or advisory council: as a : the 
governing assembly of an Episcopal province b 1 : a Presbyterian 
governing body ranking between the presbytery and the general 
assembly c : a ' regional or national organization of Lutheran 
congregations 2 : the ecclesiastical district governed by a synod 

— ayn-od-al \-3d-*l a/so -,ad-1\ aaf/ 

syrvod4<a1 \s^- l n'ad-i-k»l\ or syrwxJ.ic \-»kV adj 1 : of or relating 
to a synod : synodal 2 usu synodic [Gk synodlkos, fr. synodos 
meeting, conjunction] : relating to conjunction; esp : relating to 
the period between two successive conjunctions of the same celes- 
tial bodies : 

synodic month n : a lunar month 

ayn*onym \ ( sin-a- ( nim\ n [ME sfnonyme. fr. L synonymum, fr. Gk 
synonymon, fr. neut. of synSnymos synonymous, fr. syn- + onyma 
name — more at name] 1 : one of two or more words or expres- 
sions of the same language that have the same or nearly the same 
meaning in some or all senses 2 : a symbolic or figurative name 
: metonym 3 : a taxonomic name rejected as being incorrectly 
applied or incorrect in form — compare homonym — syn-onynvic 
Vin-3-*nim-ik\ or syn*onynvk;al \-i-kal\ adj — 8yn-onym-i.ty 
V*nim-3t-€\?n . ■ ' . ■ 

syrM>n*y*mist \s>- > nan-a-m9St\ n : one who lists, studies,, or dis- 
criminates synonyms 

syn*on*y*mize V.miz\ vt -mlzed; -mlz-ing 1 a : to give' or ana- 
lyze the synonyms of (a word) b : to provide (as a dictionary) 
with synonymies 2 : to demonstrate & taxonomic name) to be a 
synonym • ' * *-.'■•' 

syivon*Y*niou8 \-mas\ adj : having the character of a synonym; 
also : alike in meaning or significance — ayn4>n*y*moiis-ly adv • 

8yn*on*y*my \-me\ n, pi -mies 1 a : the study or discrimination 
of synonyms b : a fist or collection of synonyms often defined 
and discriminated from each other 2 : the scientific names that 
have been used in different publications to designate a taxonomic 
group (as a species); also : a list of these - 3 : the quality or state of 
being synonymous > 

synop-aia \s3-*nap-S3S\ n, p/ -op-sea \-^ez\ [LL; fr. Gk, lit., com- 
prehensive view, nr. synopsesthat to be going to see together, fr. syn- 
+ opsesthai to be going to see — more at optic] 1 : a condensed 
statement or outline (as of a narrative or treatise) : abstract 2 
: the abbreviated conjugation of a verb in one person only syn 
see abridgment .... c ■ 

syrvop-atze \-^lz\ vt -sized; -aiz>ing 1 : to make a synopsis of (as 
a novel) 2: epitomize , , - , . ; . 

syn-op-tic \s*-*nar>tik\ also syn-op-tl-cal \-ti-kal\ adj [Gk synop- 
tikos, fr. synopsesthat] 1 : affording a general view of a whole 2 
: manifesting or. characterized by. comprehensiveness or breadth of 
view 3 ; presenting or taking the same or common view; specif 
often cap : of or. relating, to the first three Gospels of the New Tes- 
tament 4 : relating to or displaying conditions (as atmospheric or 
weather) as they exist simultaneously over a, broad area — syrvop- 
ti-cal-ly \-ti-k(a-)le\ adv ■ 

syrvoa-to-aia \ a sin-,as-*td-s»\ n, pi -to-sea \-^ez\ [NL] : union of 

two pr more separate bones to form a single bone 
sy.no-vla \s3-'n6-ve-3, sl-\ n [NL1 : a transparent viscid lubricating 

fluid secreted by a membrane of an articulation, bursa, or tendon 

sheath . 

8y*novl>al \-ve-al\ adj : of, relating to, or secreting synovia . 
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sy-no»vl*tls \,sl-n»-Mt-as\ n : i 
brane 

syrv«ep>aU>ua \Ostn- > sep->l3s\ 
8yrvtac.tic Vsin-Hak-tik\ or «yn 
ticus, fr. Gk syntaktikos arran 
relating to* or according to the i 
tac*tJ*aMy \-ti-kC>)le\ adv 
ayn-taotica \-tiks\ n pi bus sins 
otic that deals with the formal 
sions in abstraction from their s 
syrvtax \'sin- l taks\ n [F or LU 1 
syntassein to arrange together, f 
at tactics] 1 : a connected o 
rangement of parts or element 
are put together to form phra 
part of grammar dealing with 
with the formal properties of lai 
ayrrthe-aia \WO-tt»-sas\ tup 
to put together, fr. syn- .+ ttuu 
a : the composition or cotnbtr 
form a whole b : the produo 
chemical elements, groups, or i 
dation of a complex compound 
conceptions into a coherent w 
2 a: deductive reaso nin g b 
and antithesis into a higher staj 
syivthe-aize vb -aizad: . 
. duce by synthesis 2 : to ma. 
synthesis -."'•-* 
ayrvthe-aU^r V^zarXn 1: 
^ of diverse views)' 2 : an e 
tion and control of sound Us ft 
syrvthe-tase VSin-th^tas, -»t4 
that catalyzes the linking toget 
current splitting off of a pyrop 

isyn-t^eSc \sin-thet-ik\ also 
thetikos of composition, compi 
1 : relating to or involving syj 
uting to a subject a predicate t 
subject b : empirical o : n 
being negated 3 : characterb 
inflected forms to express grac 
duced artificiaUy : man-madi 
: devised, arranged, or fabno 
or replace usual reaii ties o : 
cial — ayivthet4<al4Y \-i-k< 
™™ l ^synthetic n : something re 
VAi/ occurring naturally; esp : a pr 

fTTI ayntrietic division n : a simf 
tf% mial by another polynomial 
^ . only the coefficients of the 
1 1 changing the sign of the com 
place the usual subtractions b; 


syntnoub loam n • mkhi-* 
, synthetic rubber n : rubber. 
, ayrvtoivlc \sin-Han-ik\ adj [O 
+ tonos tone] : normally res) 
interpersonal environment — 
ayphtl- or ayphilo- comb fo$ 
philo\ogy> Crw>«/(oma> 
sypMjfs \«s*(Q-)}as\ wfNLJ 
5i've Aforoui Gallkus (SyphU 
Girolamo Fracastoro] : a cl 
often, congenital disease cam 
Udum) and characterized by i 
ued over many years ^ syph 
sypM^oU^ist yUf-o-lalojt 
the diagnosis and treatment o 
8Yph*Molo*gy Vje\ n : abrai 
lis 

sy*phon varof siphon 
ay-ren chiefly Brit var of siren 
SWetts Vb-^etX trademark 
fitted with a hypodermic nt 
medicinal agent 
Syr4«C Vsir-«- < ak\ n [L syru 
ancient country in Asia] 1 : 
era Aramaic dialect and; used 
by several eastern Ouistiar 
Cnristian communities -p 
Syr4*an hamster x.sir-c-on-X 
ay.rin.ga \s»-'rin-g»\ n [NL 
panpipe]: Philadelphia 
1 sy.rtnge \s9-*rinj also *sir-inj 
injection, fr. Gk syring-, sm 
pipe, Skt tunava flute] : a dc 
> draw them from something 
device that consists of a noz 
ible rubber bulb and is used 
strument (as for the ihjecti 
bodily fluids) that consists a 
and a hollow needle c : a i 
fitted with a long rubber tu! 
that is used for irrigation of 1 
zsyrlnge vt ay-ringed; sy*rir 


if with a syringe 
sy^lrvgo-my-elia \sa-Jin-go 
inx tube, fistula + NL -my 
the spinal cord associated « 
phy, and spasticity — ;sy-rin 


